The Old Testament prophet ‘Jonah’ has relevance today, as it challenges apathy in our churches towards evangelism. Here are 4 bibles studies for use in groups.
Jonah chapter 1
v 1 - 3
The call to Nineveh 
Introduction: Jonah was a prophet of Israel some 750 years before Jesus. 
Assyria was their powerful neighbor. Nineveh was its capitol.  Israel had to pay tribute to them.

Therefore, Assyria was no friend. 
v 1 & 2 
How did Jonah know what God wanted him to do?
v 3
Nineveh was some 500 miles east of Joppa.


Jonah took a ship headed some 2000 miles to the west.

Why did Jonah go in the wrong direction?
Do you know God’s purpose for your life?

Can you sypathise with Jonah? – Are there things which you would be reluctant to do?

How does this apply to the Church? – Are there things which the Church is reluctant to do?

Pray for yourself and the Church.
Going deeper
v  1 – 2 
Jonah is mentioned in 2 Kings 14 v 25. What had Jonah’s prophetic work achieved through King Jeroboam 11? In what way is Jonah now being called in an opposite direction? (This may begin to explain his reluctance).
Which is it easier to pray for? – resistence to evil imperialist powers, or that they will repent?

v 2
For examples of Assyria’s “wickedness” about 50 years after Jonah, look at Nahum 3 v 1 – 3. For examples of her pride (“that great city”) look at Zephaniah 2 v 15. What do you think the people of Israel would think if Jonah told them that he was going to Nineveh?
 If you had been Jonah would you have preferred to be given Jonah’s task in 1 v 1 -2, or to be given a task similar to Nahum and Zephaniah?
When we learn of man’s inhumanity to man, do you have more symapthy for ‘name and shame’ condemnations or the work of peacemakers?
 Jonah 1 v 3 – 16
Running away
v4-5
Who sent the storm? Why?


What was Jonah doing during the storm?

v 6 
What story about the disciples does this remind you of? (see Mark 14 v 37 – 38)

v 8
Jonah has been hiding. Why do you think he did not want the sailors to know about him?

v6 – 10
What is Jonah’s sin?


Does he know that he is sinning or is he blind?
v12 – 16 In what ways are the sailors more spiritual than Jonah?

In what ways do you think your  Church is like Jonah?
Is it disobedient?  Is it asleep?  Is it running away from its responsibilities?
Is it reluctant?
Are you reluctant?
Why?
Is reluctance sin?

Pray for one another, for a change of heart

Going deeper

The book of Jonah is full of humour and irony. What do you find humorous in these verses?

Have a laugh!

E.g., look at

v 3
Can anyone really flee from the Lord?!

v 5
How is Jonah different from the sailors?


In what ways are the sailors right? And wrong?

v 6
In what ways is the captain both right and wrong?
v 7 & 12
Jonah knows he is responsible. How is he different from the sailors?

v 8 – 9
In what ways do the sailors ask the right questions? 

v 10
Do they accept Jonah’s answers?


Who should have been more terrified, Jonah or the sailors?!


(v 9 “worshipper” literally means ‘one who fears God’)

v 11 - 13
Jonah could simply have jumped into the sea! How is he different from the sailors?
v 14
What is the difference between the prayers of the sailors and Jonah?
v 16
Compare with Jonah’s prayer in ch 2 v 8 – 9. Whose prayer is more right?!

God often uses humour to communicate truths that we are reluctant to hear. Can you laugh about the mistakes you have made in your own spiritual journey? What does that show us about God’s grace and patience?
Does the ‘world’ which is ignorant of the gospel or rejects it sometimes see what needs to be done better than the Church? Is the Church sometimes blinded by her own confidence that she has ‘the truth’?
Jonah chapters  2 & 3 v 1 - 9 
Face to face with death
1 v 17
is quoted in Matthew 12 v 40. Both Jonah and Jesus will descend to world of the dead. 

Also 2 v 6.
2 v 1 – 5
What do you think Jonah had learned from his experience in the fish?

What does the Lord teach us through times of suffering?
2 v 4

Times of depression are common in ministry. 

What did the Lord teach Jonah? 2 v 6 – 9
3 v 1 – 4
How has Jonah changed?

3 v 5 – 9
What surprises you in this story?

Evangelism is never easy. People do not want to know about judgment and salvation.  

Have you an example when you were surprised about how someone came to faith? 
How do these surprises encourage you to do evangelism ?
Pray for each other that we may become obedient servants of Christ and take his gospel to the nation.

Going deeper

How would you summarize Jonah’s ‘journey’ with God from chapters 1 – 3?

What can this teach us about our own  ‘spiritual journey’?
What examples of ‘prayer’ do we see in chapters 1 – 3? Are they all good examples? Why / why not?

Does all prayer fall short of that perfect relationship with God? 
The symbol for Nineveh (in the language of the Assyrians) is a fish! In a further touch of irony, who shows the greater understanding of repentance, - Jonah in the belly of the fish, or the inhabitants of the great city of the fish?

What kind of repentance do you think God wants to see?
Jonah chapter 3 v 10 – 4 v 11
Grace
3 v 10
What does this teach us about God’s purposes?  (Acts 2 v 21 & 4 v 12)

Jonah was a prophet with strong emotions.

4 v 1 - 4
Why was Jonah not happy?

What did he not like about God?


Did he have a right to be angry?
Why?

Did he love the Ninevites?

There is a true story about a missionary who tried to witness to a communist leader from North Vietnam.
The communist leader explained why he would never become a Christian.
He said: “You Christians are not passionate about what you believe”.

“We communists are passionate. We are prepared to die for what we believe. You are not”.

Do our Churches lack passion?
Do we like passion?

How can we encourage passion in our Churches?

Jonah’s lesson continues.
v 5 – 8
This is like a parable. 
What is the lesson?

v 9 – 11
Did Jonah have a right to be angry?
Why?


What was wrong with Jonah? 


What is wrong with our Churches?

Do you ever complain that the Lord is using new denominations to win people for Christ?

What changes do we need to make?
Pray for each other, to be bold to make those changes

Going deeper
What does this story (include chapters 1 – 3) teach us about God’s grace? How many examples of ‘grace’ can you see in the book? What is ‘grace’?

Are there some things which ‘grace’ ought not to forgive?
Should the Church preach only judgment? Or only grace? Is it possible to preach both?

3 v 10 
“God relents”.  Perhaps 100 years later, Nineveh is razed to the ground by the Babvlonians.

How do you think God works among nations today? Are there examples of mercy and judgment?
